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Two Cooks in the Kitchen 

These days, you might be sharing your classroom with 
another teacher.  

There are two teachers in a class at Conard High School in West Hartford, 
Connecticut. The first, Wilson, is a history teacher of 31 years who designed 
the course, U.S. History through the African American Experience, to help 
close the achievement gap in history between White and Black students at her 
school. The other, Susan Stefanowicz, is a reading teacher who couldn't 
possibly say no when Wilson approached her at a new teacher orientation and 
said, "Hey, I think I need you!" 

Question: What's one teacher plus one teacher? Answer: A lot of help. 

The "combination plate"—one teacher, typically a grade-level or subject-area 
specialist, put together with another teacher, usually an English Language 
Learner (ELL), special-education, or other remediation specialist—is on the 
menu in more and more schools these days. Called co-teaching, the practice 
can be beneficial for both teachers and students, if it's cooked up right. 

Co-teaching was dreamed up decades ago by school systems that wanted to 
reduce class sizes. But, as government grants for smaller class sizes dried up, 
that particular strategy has disappeared, notes Alice Henley, assistant 
director for development at the State Education Resource Center in 
Connecticut. Now, it's used most often as an inclusive practice to serve 
students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) in regular 
classrooms. 

"We know it's not the solution for everything. There are some kids, because of 
their needs, it's not appropriate for them. But that population gets smaller 
and smaller all the time," Henley says. These days, the district that isn't doing 
co-teaching is the exception. 

After more than three decades in the classroom and a recent award as the 
state history teacher of the year, Wilson still has a rookie's eagerness to try 
new things—like having a reading teacher by her side. She knew from the 
start that it would benefit her students. At the very least, they'd have some 
help getting through their college-level textbook. What she didn't know, she 
says, is how much she would learn, too. 

Read the full articile from: http://www.nea.org/home/10930.htm 

 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Supervision Duty:  

February: (Tues & Wed) English and 

Social Studies 

March: Math & Science 

 

The internet will be working 

Monday. 

February 27 

 8:15 Admin Meeting 

 KOSSA Begins 

 3:30 Leadership Team 

February 28 

 PLC’s 

 Benchmark Window Begins 

 ASVAB Make-Up 

March 1 

 2
nd

: Panther Prep PLC 

 US History Harrison Co. 

Visit 

 TELL Survey Window Begins 

March 2 

 5:30-6:30 Open House 

March 3 

 Lifeguards 

 Lunch SC Potluck 

-bring your fav Mexican        

dish 

 Lifeguards 

 Special Ed: PLC  

 Practical Living PLC 

 
 

 

 

Good Luck Panthers @ 

Region! 
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PBIS UPDATE: 
 February Character Trait: Courtesy 

 Panther Paws Rewarded Last Week: 49  

 Don’t forget about “Positive Panther 

Postcards”—especially for those 

students who may need a bit of 

motivation. Send these home to parents 

via the mail. It is a great way to build 

relationships with parents. 

 This Weeks Goal:  

o Award at least one Panther Paw to 

one student per week—look for 

“catch” students doing good 

things.   

o Send 10 Positive Panther 

Postcards home to parents. 

 

REMINDERS: 
 Here is a link to a monthly calendar of events. If you have an event you would like to add, please let Charlotte 

know. Just click below:  

FCHS 2017 Monthly Calendar 

 Benchmark Window: Benchmark window is now upon us. Make sure you are imbedding time to implement 

and review results with students.   

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SsTEkFOtdjDu3kv-rjKM_Pn4lyZaZy3RrC3cc_B_CNg/pubhtml

